
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

Cliff Sunflower once again visited First Grade students at Mary Kay McMillin Early 

Childhood Center for his Dancin’ with the Honeybees assembly and workshop program.  

 

Using honeybees as his focus, Cliff engaged students with 

concepts, facts, and ideas about the ecology of the natural 

world.  Dancin’ with the Honeybees used storytelling, 

poetry, prose, puppetry, music, dance, and participatory 

theatre.  The follow-up “Bee Touch Me Museum” lab 

program reinforced the science concepts presented in the 

main assembly.   

 

Cliff’s presentation is just 

the beginning of a long-term Grade 1 initiative to elevate 

student understanding of the importance of the honeybee in 

our natural world.  Thank you also to Mrs. Susan Poage, 

First Grade Teacher at MKMECC, and Lower Level 

Productions for their “Dance of the Honeybees” video.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

Kindergarten and Grade 1 students at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center are 

learning about coding, programming, and using robots by working with “Ozobots” during 

WIN period STEAM class. 

 

Ms. Mary Niedenfuhr, Librarian/Media 

Specialist at MKMECC, was able to 

purchase these coding bots for both 

Thomas P. Hughes School and the Early 

Childhood Center thanks to a generous 

grant from the Berkeley Heights 

Education Foundation.  These tiny robots 

are coded through their sensors and follow 

directions given by simple colored lines 

drawn with markers.  Students are 

learning the basics of coding, writing 

programs to direct the bots, 

computational thinking by identifying a problem, and formulating solutions within the 

framework of a basic coding/programming system.  

 

The children love these colorful programming robots, and they are eagerly taking up the 

challenge of working cooperatively to direct the robots to perform basic moves. 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

Second Graders at Thomas P. Hughes School recently enjoyed an amazing program, 

presented by Liberty Science Center, which taught the students about the states of matter. 

The Hughes students were able to see how liquid nitrogen can change the state of matter of 

an object.  The presenters also made a cloud from liquid nitrogen and hot water. The 

students had so much fun while learning!  

 

The Grade 2 students also took a trip to the South Orange Performing Arts Center to see a 

presentation of The Math Magician.  The Hughes students were thoroughly entertained 

while learning about how Math is all around us! 

 

Finally, Hughes School students were treated to 

a weather assembly featuring Channel 2 

Meteorologist John Marshall.  Here, Mr. 

Marshall shows Grade 2 student Grace Dahn 

how to use the “Green Screen.”  After speaking 

about weather phenomena and discussing 

various aspects of his job, Mr. Marshall told 

the students about how he followed his passion 

to become a Meteorologist while encouraging 

the children to follow their passions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

Kate McMullan, author of the Myth-o-Mania and Dragon Slayers' Academy series of books, 

recently paid a visit to the students of Mountain Park School. 

 

Ms. McMullan spoke to the children about a group 

of which she is a member, called “Earth Day for 

Authors.”  The members of this organization help 

provide funding for conservation groups, as 

requested by the students at the schools that host 

them.  As a member of this group, Kate is donating a 

portion of her honorarium from MPS to the Raptor 

Trust in Millington, New Jersey. 

 

Ms. McMullan also spoke about the inspiration 

behind each of her series of books.  Time was 

available for students to ask questions.  During the 

day, she shared her lunchtime with a group of 

students and anyone who purchased one of the 

author's books had them autographed by her.   

 

Kate’s visit to the school was made possible by the Mountain Park School PTO. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

 

Third Grade students at Mountain Park School are animal 

experts!   

 

Students involved in the Being a Writer pilot read a variety of 

animal books during an Expository Nonfiction Unit of Study.  

They determined an animal of interest with a partner, 

conducted research, asked questions about that animal, 

answered the questions, 

put the author's words 

into their own, and 

drafted an introduction, 

body, and conclusion.  

 

Students then utilized Google Slides with their 

Chromebooks to make a presentation that included 

photographs and captions. Finally, they presented their 

reports in class for their classmates to enjoy! 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued) 

 

Biographies are boundless in the Second Grade at 

Mountain Park School!  As a culminating activity to 

our biography unit, students in Grade 2 classes 

created unique projects to reflect the facts they 

learned about a particular person.  Some classes chose 

to create coffee-can replicas, some chose prism fact 

presentations, and another class chose to make peek-

through-posters.  Visitors were welcomed to stop by 

and get the facts! 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

March was a month of many special events at William Woodruff School!   

 

March is known as Art in Education Month and WWS celebrated the event with three 

students – Clare Fay, Taylor Reed, and Kashika Sinha - having their artwork selected to be 

part of the Union County Art Educators exhibit at Kean University.  Ms. Jennifer 

Hanselman is their Art Teacher at Woodruff School. 

 

****************************************************************************** 

Being Mindful continued to be the theme as we began the month with Monday Mindful 

Minute, where the entire school stops and uses a Mindful strategy to assist in focus and 

relaxation.  In addition to the Mindful Minute 

on a weekly basis, all of the students and staff 

enjoyed yoga classes thanks to Mrs. Jennifer 

Fay and Mrs. Lisa Gowan – parents of 

Woodruff students – along with Ms. Maggie 

Collins and Dr. Danielle Ayer of the WWS 

faculty. The program began with students 

learning the techniques associated with 

Mindful Seat.  They were then inspired by a 

presentation of singers, dancers, athletes, 

actors, moms, dads, and kids who use yoga in their lives.  The students learned six 

additional poses to help them be calm and relax.   

 

****************************************************************************** 

The actor, Patrick Gardner, performed for all of the Grade 4 students in the district as he 

depicted the life of Thomas A. Edison.  Mr. Gardner portrayed Mr. Edison during an 

assembly and he had his lab team - students from the audience - assist him as he shared 

stories about the life of the great inventor.  The students were inspired upon learning about 

his array of inventions and close to 1,100 patents earned by the New Jersey resident.  The 

main theme conveyed by this program was to always be open to new ideas, don’t worry if 

you make a mistake, work hard and play hard, and find something you love and do it.  The 

Thomas Edison event was a way of kicking off the Elementary Invention Convention.   

 

****************************************************************************** 

There were many Irish eyes smiling during March as three students shared their talents in 

Irish Step Dancing as part of a lunchtime performance at Woodruff School.  Grade 3 

student Meredith Fettes and Fourth Graders Arianna Clark and Bridget Migueis gleefully 

tapped, bounded, and graced the stage to the playing of Irish tunes.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

 

The Fifth Grade QUEST students will soon begin a new unit titled Build Bridges.  The 

students have been challenged to build a bridge from Popsicle sticks and will be rated on its 

aesthetics and strength.  During the month of March, these students had the opportunity to 

meet with an engineer, Matthew Wagner, a parent of a Berkeley Heights School District 

student.  Mr. Wagner is a bridge engineer and he taught the students the basic 

fundamentals of bridge design.  Students learned the history of bridges and the principles 

of tension and compression and how the materials used to build bridges are affected by 

both.  Mr. Wagner also provided hands-on experiments discussing the geometric shape of a 

triangle and how it relates to bridge design.  Students learned that triangles were the 

strongest geometric shape and that is why you see them all around you.  With their new- 

found knowledge, the students now have the tools to build their bridges with success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Each month at Columbia Middle School, teachers are asked to submit two names from 

each grade level to attend the school’s monthly Student of the Month Celebratory 

Luncheon.  Through this recognition program, initiated by CMS Assistant Principal Grace 

Acosta, students are chosen based on a teaching team’s criteria that could include a 

student’s academic merit, character, or their positive participation toward the greater 

community. 

The following list includes those students who were chosen as Students of the Month during 

the first half of the 2018-2019 school year.  Each of their names (and pictures) are posted 

on the main bulletin board near the Columbia Middle School main office. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Grade 8 students from Berkeley Heights and Mountainside recently visited Governor 

Livingston High School for the annual Eighth Grade Orientation.  This program is a very 

important component of the middle school to high school transition, as it gives future 

Highlanders an introduction to Link Crew Members as well as exposure to the courses and 

programs offered at Governor Livingston. 

 

Students were welcomed to the program by Principal Robert Nixon, who acknowledged the 

Class of 2023 and highlighted this very important step of becoming Highlanders.  He then 

turned the program over to GL 

Student Council President 

Mikayla Sanchez, who though 

audience participation, 

encouraged students to explore 

their interests in academics, 

athletics and clubs.   

 

Following additional comments by 

Mr. Nixon, Link Crew Leaders 

split students into groups and 

each went on tours of the 

building.  Each group of students 

stopped into academic and 

elective classrooms, while 

instruction was taking place, and 

as such they were able to see students and teachers in action. 

 

When the tours were completed, students reconvened in the auditorium for a group session 

facilitated by Mr. Lawrence Seid, Assistant Principal, and Ms. Ann Clifton, Director of 

Athletics.  During this time, the Grade 8 students heard from current student leaders and 

student-athletes.  Ryan Davey, Pranav Casula, Madeline Reilly, Bailey Gold, and Kate 

Donfeld all shared their GL experiences outside of the classroom and encouraged students 

to join sports teams, perform in plays, and participate in clubs. 

 

Thank you to our speakers and Link Crew leaders for helping us welcome the Class of 

2023!  See you in September! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 
Students and staff from the Program for the Deaf/Hard of Hearing at Governor Livingston 

High School will be attending the New Jersey Department of Education’s “Dare to Dream 

Conference” in May.  The D/HH Percussion Ensemble from GLHS will be performing at the 

event; and Mr. Bob Haugh of the NJDOE’s Office of Special Education has invited our D/HH 

program students to teach some basic sign language to other high school students during a 

break-out session at this conference.  The students are busy brainstorming ideas for this task!   

 

Mr. Steve Siebelts, in coordination with the CHOICES Consortium, recently hosted a parent 

information session titled “Guardianship and Supported Decision-Making: Just the Basics.” 

Representatives from The Arc of NJ/Planning for Adult Life and Community Access 

Unlimited also provided information on timely post-high school topics to parents of students 

with disabilities.  Mr. Siebelts is the School Social Worker/Transition Coordinator at 

Governor Livingston. 

 

Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be found on the Special 

Services website by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting Special Services under the 

“Services” tab. 

 

 


